Sewell, 71st Native Infantry, succeeded in clearing
the lane at a distance of over seven hundred yards
with his double-barrelled rifle, until at last the
enemy were forced to build a high barricade to
screen the passers-by. The same day two men of the
52nd and two volunteers belonging to Innes'
garrison sought to relieve the tedium of the defence
by making an unauthorised sortie. They surprised one
of the enemy's pickets by creeping up behind a wall
and dashing out suddenly, firing their muskets. The
enemy fled, pursued by the two privates, who cap-
tured a young cooly. The prisoner was brought in
and carefully examined, but could give no infor-
mation of any value.
Next day, as he was making his midday rounds,
the Brigadier was seized with giddiness. He was
suffering severely from the heat as well as the
responsibility of his position, yet he was always at
pains to seem confident in public, and only his staff
were aware of Ms misgivings that the food would not
hold out, and that the Indian troops would not be
staunch for ever.   During the  day the  servants
declared that there were guns to be heard in the
distance, but among the Europeans only Mrs Inglis
and Mrs Case believed them. That evening as they
were sitting at dinner the cooly who was pulling
the punkah outside suddenly leapt into the room,
and a moment later a shell burst in thejcourtyard.
Mrs Inglis rushed out in terror, for the children
were playing outside, but none of them were hurt.
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